Father

Cloud.

for Orchestra



Instrumentation

2 Flutes
2 Oboes (Ob. 2 doubling English Horn)
2 Clarinets in Bb (Cl. 2 doubling Bass Clarinet)

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb

2 Trombones

1 Tuba
Percussion (2 players):
1: Vibraphone (with bow)

2: Large Tibetan Singing Bowl
Tam-tam
Bass Drum

Marimba
Glockenspiel

Piano

10 — 12 Violins 1 (equal divisti)
10 — 12 Violins 2 (equal divisi)
8 — 10 Viola (equal divisi)

6 — 8 Cello (equal divisi)

4 — 6 Double Bass (equal divisi)

The double bass sounds an octave lower than notated. The glockenspiel sounds two octaves higher than notated

The score 1s in C.

Duration: c. 10 minutes



Notation
General
Accidentals apply throughout the bar and only in indicated octave.
L.V. let vibrate (allow to sound as long as possible)
Strings

Pizzicato on harmonics should be performed using a guitar pick of medium hardness. The left-hand finger should be
pulled off immediately after string is struck to allow the harmonic to ring without the fundamental sounding.

Slurs show phrasing, not bowing.

Tenuto markings over held notes indicate a slight accent.

Brass

Cup mutes are to be used in passages marked “with mute”. If cup mutes are not available, straight mutes may be used.
Percussion

The choice of sticks is left to the musician. Chosen sticks should create as much resonance as possible. Instrumentalists
should always allow note to sound to as long as possible unless otherwise noted.

Piano/Vibraphone

If pedaling is not specified, use the pedal according to the nature of the texture. Usually this calls for heavy use of the
pedal.



Father Is A Cloud. was inspired by a fragment from a lecture by Alan Watts in which he states, “You have to regard
yourself as a cloud in the flesh.” I immediately thought of my dad who, coincidentally, introduced me to Alan Watts
and the world of Zen Buddhism. Watts uses this metaphor of seelng oneself as a cloud or a wave to show that just as
clouds or waves don’t make mistakes/can’t make mistakes, neither can/do we. We don’t look into the sky and ridicule
the imperfections of clouds, nor do we go to the ocean and berate the waves for being flawed. In this way we must
view ourselves and those around us. To me, my father is a cloud. He always has been and always will be. Just a pulfty,
white cloud suspended undirected in the great blue skies of heaven. Maybe one day I, too, can live as a cloud.

NYC 2016



for Orchestra

Father Is A Cloud.
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in C
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Bassoons
Tuba

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
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